Guidance/risk assessment for school dog

Purpose of the
school dog

Many people have studied dogs in attempts to decipher their behaviour, and the theories abound. However, you just have to withess
the interactions between dogs and children to realise the potential for greatness. With the proper training and supervision, a dog can
enrich a child’s life. The key reasons we are infroducing a dog to school are:

1. Dogs teach children responsibility. Having to remember to feed, provide water and show support for a dog can give children a

sense of importance and satisfaction. The relationship that develops can be life-changing for a child and a great support system as

they themselves continue to grow and develop.

Dogs teach children patience. Dogs do not always do as they are told first fime!

3. Dogs teach children compassion. Just like humans, dogs feel emotion and pain. They are prone to injuries and the infirmities of age
during their relatively short lives.

4. Dogs teach children about socidlisation. Like most of us, dogs are social animals who enjoy and need attention and affection. By
learning how to interact with a dog, children can learn how to better socialise with other children. If they can learn the social cues of
a dog, then interacting with humans who can talk will be a walk in the park (pun infended!).

5. Dogs are fun. Last, but certainly not least, dogs are a lot of fun. They greet you with a wagging tail every day and can cheer you up
even on your worst day.

N

About the school
dog

Our school dog is a female fox red Labrador called Wanda. Wanda will live with the headteacher, Ross Silcock, and his family. Wanda is
from a breeder which is a member of the Kennel Club Assured Breeder Scheme. This is a scheme which promotes good breeding
practice ( ). The Labrador is the most popular of all pedigree breeds and their popularity comes from their
versatility as family companion, service dog and guide dog.

Wanda will regularly visit the vet for check-ups. Whilst she is there they will administer worm and flea treatments as well as make
adjustments to her food intake to ensure she remains a health weight.

Wanda will complete 5 hours of 1:1 fraining. When this training is completed Wanda will be able to interact with children and adults. For
children this will only be if parents/carers have given permission to do so.

In addition to the 5 key reasons for Wanda joining us outlined in the purpose, we also believe she willimprove the children’s
understanding of our values and learning dispositions, and help to improve and secure higher levels of attendance and punctuality.
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